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' My Boul s Beetorer ! let me learn 

In Thy deep love to live, and rest ; 
Let me the precious thing discern 
Of which I am indeed possess'd : 
My treasure let me feel and see, 
And let my moments, as they flee, 
Keveal my endless life in Thee.' 
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HE following Allegory is intended to elucidate the position 
in which a Christian stands with respect to the Moral 
Law — that law concerning which Christ said, that till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass, till 
aU be fulfilled (Matt. v. 18) — as contrasted with that of all 
beside, whether Professors, or Jews, or Unbelievers. 

* Te shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you 
FREE,' said the Divine Teacher to 'those Jews which believed 
on Him' (John viii. 32); and, through them, to His followers 
in every age. I think He was. here contrasting the bondage of 
a legal standing with the freedom of the believer's standing 
in grace (Rom. v. 1, 2); and that, by 'The truth' — while all 
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revealed truth was included — a spiritual acquaintance with Him- 
self, *THE TRUTH' (John xiv. 6), the Living Word, was pre- 
eminently intended. 

It is by union with Jesus, through the beheving knowledge of 
who and what He is, and of what He has done for us, that we 
are delivered from the slavery of sin, and from our obligation 
to render a perfect obedience to each and every precept of the 
Moral Law (which, unlike the Ceremonial Law, has never been 
cancelled), as the necessary title to eternal life. 

Until we are thus one with the Lord Jesus by a living faith, 
* accepted in the Beloved,' and so entitled to plead His obedience 
instead of ours before the throne of God, we are under the law 
as a covenant of life, and by offending in one point — and in hoiv 
many do we continually offend ! — are held * guilty of all.' True, 
we have not yet been brought to trial. But we have incurred 
the righteous displeasure of our God and King, and even now 
are walking the earth condemned criminals, — twice condemned, 
as having violated the law, and rejected the Gospel; — with 
nothing between us and the fulfilment of the death-warrant, but 
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the long-suffering mercy of Him who still waiteth to be gracious, 
and who would not that any should perish, but that all should 
believe and live. 

Such, and so terrible, is our state in * the first Adam,' in whom 
'all die r 

But if in * the second Adam,' in whom * all are mxide aUve,^ 
how different, how unspeakably blessed, is our position ! While 
we are *not without law to God' — inasmuch as our Father has 
not left us without a written transcript of His laws for our daily 
guidance, — we are * imder the law to Christ,^ our Svhstitute^ who 
has perfectly fulfilled it on our behalf, and who has also borne 
the curse of its violation in our stead ; leaving it nothing to claim 
at our hands, save the love to it which His Spirit inspires, and 
which He has declared to be * the fulfilling of the law.' ;. 

Among the many books for children and youths with which, 
in our day, the religious Press teems, I have never met one 
clearly pointing out the way in which * the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus' delivers from 'the law of sin and death ;' or 
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simplifying the precious truths of Scripture bearing upon the 
two states, or conditions, which comprise the whole human family 
under two representative or sponsorial heads, — as being either 
* in Adam' or *in Christ,' under Law or under Grace. 

Hence it has been my aim, in the following pages, to lure my 
young readers — ^and, it may be, some of their elders also— into 
the shallow waters of the * Allegory,' in the earnest and prayerful 
hope that the Lord, the Spirit, will meet them there, * with their 
faces Zionward,' and lead them on thence, by an unseen but 
almighty hand, into the deep and life-giving streams of pure 
evangelical truth. 

It is usual to append a 'key' to an allegorical casket, in 
the form of simple questions, or explanatory remarks ; but the 
Scripture references given will prove an infinitely better *key' 
than any I could furnish. 

The entrance of God's Word giveth light — flight and under- 
standing unto the simple (Ps. cxix. 130) ; and in His dear Son, 
Christ Jesus, * are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
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ledge.' The keys of both the visible and the invisible world 
have been * laid upon His shoulder.' * So He shall open, and 
none shall shut; and He shall shut, and none shall open' (Isa. 
xxii. 22 ; Rev. iii. 7, 8). 

Should these pages be the means, with the Divine blessing, of 
bringing one young slave, from among the multitudes *in bondage,' 
into the blessed regions and experiences of Christian Liberty — 
should they snap the galling chains of fear-engendered torment in 
even one young heart, by leading it to God in Christ, as to a re- 
conciled Father, in the sweet filial confidence of the 'perfect love' 
which * casteth out fear' — my most earnest wishes wiU have been 
realized. And if not, — ^yet shall I not have laboured in vain, or 
spent my strength for nought, and in vain; for surely my 
judgment is with the Lord, and my work with my God (Isa. 
xlix. 4). 

True, this little Allegory is a very * small thing^ to lay at the 
feet of Jesus, to whom I owe all. But to Him I commend it, 
knowing assuredly that, whatever man may do. He does not 
* despise the day of small things ; ' but is often pleased to employ 
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the feeblest and, humanly speaking, most inefficient instrumen- 
tality, *that the excellency of the power may be' all the more 
manifestly * of God, and not of us/ 



%n %\lt^m for f ouiig C|nstmns. 



' Not without law to God, but under the law to Christ' — 1 Cor. ix. 21. 
' I will walk at liberty, for I seek Thy precepts.' — Ps. cxix. 45. 



THE 



EXILED FAMILY AND THEIR RESTORER. 



* God our Saviour, in our hearts abide ; 
Thy blood redeems us ;— may Thy precepts guide! ' 




^HERE was once a Father, noted for the 
moral loveliness of his character/ and 
for the affectionateness of his disposition — 
a man of whom it might truly be said, that 
to know him was to love him. His children, 
living in close intercourse and intimacy with 
him, and walking in his footsteps, were for 
some time the happiest of the happy.* Every- 

* They were happy because they were holy. The late 

Key. Henry Martyn once remarked, at a time when holiness 

was rapidly ripening in his heart, and he was drawing very 

near the heavenly country, ^Holiness and Happiness are one.'' 

3 



* Ex. xxxiv. 6, 
7; Num. xiv. 18, 
etc, etc; 2 Chr. 
XXX. 9; Neh. ix. 
17; Ps. Ixxxvi. 15 ; 
Rom. ii 4. 
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9^^e ^xileb Jfamilj aub t^eir ^estoren 



> Gen. il 8-18, 
ui 1, 3, 11, 17. 



» Gen. iii. 1. 



» Luke X. 18; 
Rev. xii 9. 



thing that could contribute to their welfare and 
enjoyment was to be found within the precincts 
of their home ; and of the innumerable objects 
^ pleasant to the eye, and good for food/ with 
which they were surrounded, one only was pro- 
hibited, to test their faith in their Father's love 
and wisdom, and their submission and obedience 
to his will.^ 



In the vicinity of this happy home there 
lived an unhappy fallen being,^ who, for his 
daring transgressions, had been expelled from 
their Father's house and service.' Hardened 
and impenitent, he had sunk lower and lower 
into the lowest depths of misery and vice ; while 
the only remaining effect of his former happi- 
ness was a disposition so envious and malignant. 
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that it was hateful to him to witness the happi- 
ness of others.*^ Long had he watched, through 
the open network boundaries of the palace gar- 
dens, the joyous innocence of those happy 
children — watched them closely, and with an 
evil eye, — and meditated some means of draw- 
ing them into his net, and thereby making them 
sharers in his guilt and wretchedness.^ Full 
well he knew that, so long as they obeyed their 
Father's one command, no evil could befall 
them, and no sorrow dim the brightness of the 

• See Job i. 1-13, where Satan is called the Adversary 
(ver. 6, margin), because of his hatred and opposition to 
the children of God. He is also called * the Accuser of the 
brethren* (Rev. xii. 10). He tempted even David to sin 
(1 Chron. xxi. 1); and he watches unceasingly for an op- 
portunity to draw some of God's little ones into his den 
(1 Pet. V. 8). 



1 1 Chron. xxL 1. 



» Zech. ill. 1; 
1 Pet V. 8. 
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' Peace — which 
in the Hebrew 
implies happiness 
and proq^erity, 
and aJl blessings — 
was God's gift to 
His children, 
when they bore 
His image, and 
would have con- 
tinued theirs had 
they kept His 
commandinents, 
Isa. xlviii. 18. 



>Prov.xviill2, 
1st clause, xxii. 4, 
xxix. 8; Jas. Iv. 
6. 



guileless eyes, where love and peace were mir- 
rored.^ But he also knew, that though they 
were as happy as possible in their Father^s 
home, they were capable of being made ambi- 
tious of anything that might be represented to 
their imaginations as better still than any of 
their present possessions. He remembered that, 
when in a state of like happiness himself, pride 
and ambition had made him discontented in 
the midst of abounding blessings, because One, 
his Master, was still infinitely greater, wiser, 
and happier than he. So he thought within 
himself, that if he could but destroy the child- 
like humility^ which ran, like ^ a silken string, 
through the pearl-chain of all the other virtues ' 
which distinguished these dear children, and 
made them bear so close a resemblance to their 
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« Gen. ill. 1 ; 
2 Cor. xi. 3. 



Father/ he would soon have them in his power, g.' ^ i^^V"' 

Matt xi. 29. 

and teach them to rebel against parental au- 
thority and discipline. Accordingly, he crept 
stealthily^ forth, one bright morning, to meet 
them in the beautiful pleasure-grounds which 
surrounded their paternal mansion; and, walking 
up to the youngest and weakest among them, 
suggested, in an insinuating tone of hypocritical 
endearment, that ' surely her Father did not 
love her, or he would never have withheld that 
most delicious morsel' So saying, he pointed 
to an apple in an open casket of fruit, flowers, 
jewels, and other treasures, which the children 
— to whom all the rest belonged — had been 
lovingly, but decidedly, forbidden to touch, on 
pain of their Father's severe displeasure, and 
banishment from their beautiful, happy home.^ 



» Gen.ll. 16, 17. 
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^t (£%M Jamils anb t\nt ^tstaxa. 



1 Ps. Iv. 21. 



» Gen. lii. 1-3; 
RoiD.vL23; ICor. 
XV. 66; 1 John 
U. 16. 



» Gen. ii. 17. 



* John vili. 44 ; 
1 John ill. 8, first 
clause. 



' Look!' he continued — speaking in those en- 
ticing accents which deceit so well knows how 
to assume/ — ^ Look at that beauteous apple ! 
Surely you cannot believe that your Father, if 
he loves you, would deny you anything, much 
less so sweet a morsel as that, which he knows 
you would enjoy so much. Why should you 
not taste it ? It is nicer than all the rest.' 

^ Nay,'^ replied the little girl ; ^ Father said we 
might call all the other fruits and jewels in the 
casket ours, but that one is his; and we may not 
touch it, or we shall be banished from home for 
ever, and become sick, and die^ in a distant land.' 

^My child,' resumed the tempter, Mo not 
believe it.* Your Father never meant to punish 



J' «• 



•> » 



£bi (Siildl /amiljj anb their ^ntwtt. 

■ tiwikl" Jje ojntini 
luit-^ accents whioi 

I ^eirtiv you cannot ■ i 
■ he k'^*CT you, would daitt 
; Wan wj swcot a mor-^l i i' 
. yua woulil enjoy w 

I not t&i.U' itt it is I 
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»V(i! i 'Nay/' replied th i ■ ' 
I might call all Uie ut 
CBHkeL A'l/'f. bat ibai 
i touch it, or we sbaU i 
v-ii. ; ever, ftBd become KM 
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you so severely. He will not fulfil that cruel 
threat. Do but take the apple — "is it not a 
little one?" — and, believe me, you shall become 
as great and wise as he is.' 



>i 



Listening to these deceitful but specious pro- 
mises, and looking wistfully the while on the 
forbidden fruit,* the little girl felt her resolu- 
tion begin to fail. A worm of pride, brought 
thither by the tempter, had fastened upon the 
silken string of humility, and was silently gnaw- 
ing it through, till presently the pearl-chain of 

» This was the * lust of the e^c' What need have we to 
pray David's prayer (Ps. cxix. 37), and to *shut our eyes 
from seeing eviV (Isa. xxxiii. 15, last clause)! For, what 
seems a little sin in the beginning, quickly leads to another 
and another; and *the end of these things is — Death!* 
(Rom. vi. 21 ; James i. 15). 
4 



1 Gen. iiL 4, 5. 
'Ye shall be as 
gods.' This was 
a temptation to 
pride; for the na- 
tural heart is 
proud of possess- 
ing knowledge, 
or power, or any- 
thing that seems 
to add to our 
greatness, and 
win the admira- 
tion of others. 
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> Gen. iii. 6; 
1 John ii 16. 



» Rom. Ui. 23; 
1 Cor. XV. 22, l8t 
clause. 



» Gen. ill. 7. 

* Fear follows 
close on disobe- 
dience. While 
they hearkened 
to the voice of 
God, they knew 
no fear. Prov. L 
33. 



virtues round her neck was snapped asunder, 
and fell to the ground! Stretching out her 
hand, she took the apple, tasted it, and handed 
it to her companion ; who, under the force of 
evil influence and example, received it from her 
hands, and partook of it likewise;^ and then 
handed it on, to another and another, till all had 
tasted it in turn.^ 



Meanwhile the enemy, chuckling with delight 
at his unholy victory, withdrew to his dark 
retreat, leaving the unhappy children to face 
their offended Parent alone. Instantly they 
became conscious of the evil of their doings.^ 
The glow of health and brightness began to 
fade from their young faces, while fear* threw 
its dark shadows over the love which had been 
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shed abroad in their hearts before, making 
them as happy as the day was long. Their first 
impulse was to hide from the presence of their 
Father, whose voice they heard drawing nearer 
and nearer,^ repeating, in tones of mingled 
sadness and displeasure, their worthless names, 
and asking where they were, — a startling ques- 
tion to fall upon the ears of the disobedient 
children of so loving and tender a parent. But 
they could not evade that stern, mournful pre- 
sence. Calling the eldest boy to him,^ he 
inquired why he, who had so often run joyously 
to meet him, was now ashamed to face his 
Father and best friend.* 

In trembling tones the boy confessed that a 
new and strange consciousness had stolen over 



» Gen. iiL 8, 9. 
* Adam.' a repre- 
sentative name, 
common to all the 
unregenerate of 
man^d. 



» Gen. iii. 9. 



> ler. il. 21 ; 
Deut xxxii. 32. 
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Si^e (Jxileb Jfamilj anb t^rix Restorer. 



» Gen. m. 10; 
Ex. iii.6; 1 John 
iii. 20. 



Gen. Ui. 11. 

' MaL 1. 6, il. 
10; Eph. iv. 6; 1 
John iU. 1. 

Eccv. 18, 19; 
1 Tim. vi. 17. 



» Gen. ili. 12. 
« Gen. iii. 13. 



' Eph. I 4, 5, 



etc. 



• Num. xxiii. 
19; 1 Sam. XV. 29; 
Tit L 2, etc 



him — a sense of sin and disobedience, — so 
awful and terrifying, that he dare not face his 
offended Parent.^ On being further questioned, 
in tones of solemn sadness, as to the cause of 
his guilty shame and disobedience^ to so loving 
a Father,* who had given him countless bless- 
ings richly to enjoy,* and had never denied him 
anything that could add to his real happiness, 
the boy added to his sin — as sinners ever do — 
by casting the blame upon his weaker com- 
panion ;^ and she, in her turn, upon the deceit- 
ful tempter.^ But excuses were of no avail. 
That Father never was known to break his 
word. He was one who never spoke without 
serious forethought ;^ but when once he said a 
thing, one might as easily tm'n the sun from his 
course as shake his purpose.^ Every one knew 
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he would fulfil his word, at whatever cost to 
himself. Addressing himself first to the tempter 
(who stood within hearing), in tones so dreadful 
that the children trembled from head to foot as 
they listened, and wondered what would come 
next, he pronounced upon him a sentence of 
unmitigated and eternal punishment;^ at the 
same time letting fall a hint, that at some future 
time he would rescue those who were the sub- 
jects of that wicked monster's enmity, from his 
tyrannical grasp, and make Good once more 
triumphant over Evil.^ Then, turning to the 
children — the wrathful indignation and con- 
tempt upon his beautiful countenance subsiding 
into an expression of unutterable love and sor- 
row — he repeated his threat, and sent them 
forth from the lovely gardens of the palace,* 



1 Gen. ill 14. 



* Gen. iii. 15. 



» Prov. iii. 12. 
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where they had spent so many happy Jiours, — 
already sickening* from the effects of the for- 
bidden fruit of which they had partaken.f Then, 
placing an armed guard at the entrance, with 
drawn swords, which glittered like fire, and 
flashed every way, to prevent the possibility of 
return to their sin-forfeited possessions, he closed 
end.^^"* *"* ^^*** ^^^ gates, and vanished from their view.^ 



• * The heart is deceitful above all things, and dangerously 
diseased— sick unto death.* Such is the literal^meaning of 
Jer. xvii. 9. — I need scarcely remind my young readers 
that this most dangerous, most fatal, of all diseases is Sin — 
the * desperate wickedness * of the natural heart, which, if 
left to itself, will depart further and further from God and 
heaven, till it sinks into the lowest hell, with the devil and 
his angels. 

t From the moment in which Eve sinned, a dying life 
began;— e^ moral derangement, which, without rescue, will 
issue in hopeless, eternal death. 



Cl^e (Srikb Jfamilg anb tl^eir Restorer, 



31 



from their distant home/ cheerinsr those who 
had not begun to doubt their Father's love, 
and convicting some of those who had, of 



» Prov. xl. 21, 
xvL 6. 



Full of sadness, they wandered forth, — com- 
panions in' sin and companions in sorrow,^ — not 
knowing whither they went. But ever and 
anon, as their sickness increased, and they were 
almost driven to despair, one would remind the 
other of the mysterious promise of final restora- 
tion, which, although they scarcely understood 
its nature, they knew could not fail of fulfil- 
ment some time or other, because their offended 
Father, though offended, was nevertheless their 
Father still ;^ and well they knew that he never 
broke a promise, or held out a hope which he 
did not verify/ From time to time some 
loveful token of remembrance reached them 



' Isa. Ixiii. 16. 



' 1 Chr. xvil 
27; Jer. xxix. 10 
Rom. xi 29 



* Gen. xlix. 10, 
etc.; even all the 
promises of » Sa- 
viour previous to 
the giving of the 
Law. 
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growing unworthiness and ingratitude. But 
all were exiles still, suffering daily from the 
ravages of the complaint whose seeds had been 
sown within them when they ate of the for- 
bidden fruit/ and harassed by the frequent 
assaults of the hostile inhabitants of the land in 



1 Gen. vi 6, etc. 



• Gen. xxi. 9; 
Ex. i. 14, etc., with 
Gal.iv.22;P8.1vi. 
1, 2, 6, 6. 



' Rom. xvi. 14- 



24. 



* Ex. xxxL 18; 
Dent. X. 1-5. 

» ue. The whole 
Moral Law, and 
the Ceremonial 
Law also, which 
abounded in types 
or fibres foresha- 
dowing the 'One 
offering ' which 
was to perfect for 
ever them that are 
sanctified. Heb. 
X. 1, 14. 



which they now sojourned.^ Beset with t^als 
from within' and from without, peace and rest 
lay far behind them ; and often the desert they 
traversed resounded with cries of * lamentation, 
and mourning, and woe.' 

At length they received a letter from their 
Father, written with his own hand,* and sealed 
with his own seal. This they opened, amid 
feelings of alternate hope and fear, and found 
that it* contained a great many commands of 



SC^e (Jnleb Jfamilg anb tl^tix ^tstorer. 



33 



a personal character, addressed to each child 
individually, as well as many having special 
reference to the land of their exile and their 
numerous foes/ Appended to these commands 
was the promise, that if they fulfilled them, each 
and all — not shrinking from the self-denial and 
self-sacrifice which obedience would involve — 
they should be brought back to the paternal 
home, and welcomed at its portals by their 
Father's undiminished love and blessing.^ Proud 
of their own capabilities (you will remember, 
an enemy had destroyed the lovely preservative 
grace of humility), they now thought their 
restoration near and certain, and said triumph- 
antly one to another, ^All this will we do. 
But soon they began to discover that the ill- 
ness* which they had brought upon themselves 
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» Lev xviil. 24 
to end; Josh, 
xxiii ; Ezrax. 11; 
Isa. liL H; Mic. 
ii 10; 2 Cor. vi. 
17; Rev. xviil 4. 



' Lev. x\iiL 5; 
Prov. iv. 4; Jer. 
xxxviii. 20; Eze. 
xxxiii. 19; Lake 
X. 28. 



» Ex. xix. 8, 
xxlv. 3 ; Josh 
xxiv. 24, etc 

* See Article 
ix , on original or 
birth-sin, in the 
Prayer Book of 
the Church of 
England; and 
Isa. L 5-7. 
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1 Rom ii. 17, 
18, etc 



by their own act of disobedience, wholly incapa- 
citated them for meeting the requirements of 
their Father^s law — a law which presupposed 
a healthy condition of mind and body. There- 
fore, though they now knew better^ than they 
had ever known, since the unhappy day when 
they were driven forth from his presence, what 
would please and what would displease their 
Father, many of them began to perceive that, 
since they could not do those things which were 
pleasing in his sight,^ they were, after all, no 
nearer to the home whence they had wandered, 
but were still in well-nigh hopeless exile. 



» Jer. xiii. 28 ; 
Rom. vii. 14, 21, 
23, viii 8, 7, 8. 
The eighth verse 
is very strong, 
* They that are in 
the flesh cannot 
please God.' 
Compare this 
with Rom. xiv.28 
and Heb. xL 6. 



Do my young friends think that now their 
Father had done all that he intended to do 
when he dropped that hope-inspiring hint in 
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the garden, and that he would leave them, as 
they deserved, to die in the wilderness ? Let 
them listen a little longer. The star which 
then shone out in the firmament above them — 
the only one amid the darkness which shrouded 
all lands except the blessed country of their 
home — was the herald of many more, which 
arose, one by one or in brilliant clusters, to 
light their pilgrim-steps. But that pole-star — 
that first promise — contained within it not a 
probability merely, but a certainty. How was 
this fulfilled ? Messages of love still followed 
one another; some of them speaking of the 
coming of one like themselves^ — yet unlike 
them too, for he had never sinned,^ — who 
should point out to them a way of return,* 
throw open the long-closed gates,* and provide 



1 Deut. xviil. 
15-20; Isa. il 6, 
7; Heb. U 16-18, 
iv. 16. 

»l8a.llli.;lPet. 
iL 2-2. 

' Ezek. xxxlv. 
23-31; John x. 
1 17. 

♦ John xiv. 4, 
6 ; £ph. ii. 18. 
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» Jolin xvi. 13. 



' Lev. xvili. 5; 
Deut. xi. -26 29; 
Job xxxvL 11, 12. 



» Prov. xvi. 2, 
flr«.t clause; .Matt. 
xix- 20; Iloin. X. 
8; Isa. Ixv. 5; 
Luke xviii. 11. 



tliem with a ^ Guide' who should safely conduct 
them thither;' and some simply reminding 
them of the letter in their possession, and of 
their obligation to obey it.^ This not a few 
among them still believed themselves fully com- 
petent to do, and often they were heard speaking 
boastfully one to another of their goodness, and 
their consequent claim upon their Father's com- 
mendation and offered reward/ Alas! how 
little they knew themselves ! Had a mirror 
been held up to their hearts, or had they been 
more earnest in seeking out the hidden meaning 
or spirit of the parental* commands, they could 



* ^ I use the word parental, on this and other occasions, 
because God speaks of Himself as our Father, and of loving 
and comforting His children with a mothers, and more 
than a mother's love. 
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not but have been conscious of many failings 
and shortcomings.^ But, proud of their ex- 
ternal obedience, which, however imperfect, was 
sufficient to win the praise of their companions,^ 
they seldom, if ever, asked themselves whether 
their motives were such as would please their 
Father,^ and evidence their love to, and con- 
fidence in him. Others, finding great difficulty 
in following out the precepts of the letter, soon 
gave up the effort, some from indifference, and 
some from despondency. A few, while in a 
loving, earnest spirit trying to obey, found 
comfort and encouragement from the other 
tokens of loving remembrance which reached 
them from time to time,* and from their know- 
ledge of their Father's character.* Sure they 
felt, notwithstanding present discouragements, 



» Ecc vli. 20; 
Jas. ii. 10, iii. 2; 
Rora iiL 23; 1 
John I 8. 



» John xii. 43, 
V. 44. 



' 1 Sam xvi. 7; 
Jer.xviL10;Rom. 
xiv.23;Heb.xi.6; 
Uev. iL 23, etc. 



* Other pi-o- 
niises, scattered, 
like stars, through 
the Old Testament 
firmament l>eut. 
xxxli. 36 ; Joel ii. 
18. 

» Isa. Ixiii. 16; 
Ex. xxxiv. 5 8 
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1 Num xiv. 8; 
Ezek. xvi. 21-24 ; 
1 Tim. ii 3 7. 



MJohnii.l, 2; 
Rom. viii. 34, xi. 
26; Hej) vii 25; 
Isa. lix. 20, Ixiii. 
16. 



' lob xix. 25- 
28; Ps. xvi. 11, 
xviL 15 ; Num. 
xxiv, 17. 



that the plan for restoring them to the happy 
home from which they were exiled, would be 
carried into effect as soon as the punishment 
and subsequent discipline had done their work.^ 
The more they meditated upon the messages 
they had received, the more certain they felt 
that a Deliverer shonld yet be sent forth from 
the paternal dwelling, to lead them back into 
the way whence they had wandered, plead their 
cause with their justly offended parent,^ make 
ample compensation for all their shortcomings, 
and restore them to him, perfectly reconciled 
and happy. And this reflection and anticipa- 
tion comforted and cheered them not a little.^ 



Thus time wore on ; — some of the children 
cherishing the remembrance of their Father's 
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» Jer. ii 32, 
xiii. 25, xviiL 15; 
Ezek. xxa 12. 



2 Ps. X. 4, Ixxiii. 
6; Hos. V. 6; Dan. 
iv. 37. 



love, and the pledge he had given of its con- 
tinuance ; many, alas ! almost forgetting that 
they had a Father, ^ and caring little or nothing 
for his letter; and others busying themselves 
with nursing and petting the hateful little worm 
of pride, ^ which so long ago had broken the 
costly and beautiful chain of virtues which they 
had worn so meekly in their former happy 
home. Thus, many were the provocations which 
their Father had to tempt him to cast them off, 
and leave them to perish in the wilderness. Do 
not youy dear children, grow weary of returning 
good for evil, and sometimes feel tempted to say 
in your hearts, ^ I will do no more for that 
unkind, ungrateful person ;' ' I will bear with 
him no longer ?' You cannot deny that such 
have often been your feelings, if you know 
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* Ps. Ixxxix. 
27; Rom. viii 29; 
CoL L 15; John 
Ui. 16, 18. 



« Prov. viii 22- 
32; John i. 1, etc. 

» Matt. ix. 12, 
etc.; Mark ii. 17; 
Luke V. 31. 



* Ps. xliv. 21, 
ciii. 14; Col U.S. 



» Eph. iii. 19; 
Prov XV. 3; Job 
xxxiv. 21. 

« Dan X. 6, 6 ; 
Jer. xxxii 19 ; 
Heb. iv. 13. 



your own hearts. But no such feelings were 
ever experienced by the Father of, whom I am 
telling you. That Father had an elder Son/ 
of whom you have not heard before, — a Son 
who had never disobeyed the paternal will, or 
caused his Father one unhappy moment, — a 
Son who was his father's joy, and perfectly 
happy in his love and presence.^ This Son 
was, moreover, a physician.^ He knew well 
what sickness and death are ; and he was well 
acquainted also with the art of healing, — for 
there was nothing which he did not know.* 
His knowledge was wonderful ; it had no 
bounds : and his love was even greater than his 
knowledge.^ Hearing of, and having moreover 
witnessed,^ unseen by them, the disgrace and con- 
sequent expulsion of his younger brethren from 
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1 Isa. Ixiii 9; 
Zech. ii 8. 



the home of his Father, he pitied their outcast 
condition;^ and his tender heart grieved over 
the sickness and weakness which, he knew, made 
it impossible for those erring ones to render a 
full obedience to their Father's commandments,^ 
— commandments which were of such a nature, 
that while a source of pure delight to a healthy 
and obedient child, they were a weariness to 
the flesh, and an impossibility to the spirit, of 
a sick and disobedient one/ He therefore 



determined to leave the paternal mansion,* and 
come into the wilderness,* where his unhappy 
and unworthy brethren wandered, often for- 
getful of their Father and former home, and 
bent only upon enjoying such * pleasures of sin' 
and culling such wayside flowers as they could 
find in the land of their exile/ This act of 



» Rom. iii 20, 
28; GaL ii. 16. 



' Rom. viii. 7. 

* 2 Cor. viii. 9; 
Pliil. it 6, 7, etc. 

» Jolm i 10, 
11, 14; 1 Tim. iii. 
16. 



« 2 Tim iii. 4; 
Phil, iii 18, 19, 
last clause. 
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1 1 John iv. 9, 
10, 14: Gal iv 4; 
John iii. 16, 17; 
2 Sam. xiv 14, 
last clause. 



» Heb. X. 7, }); 
Mutt V. 17, 18; 
Horn. X. 4. 



love his Father had foreseen, and had given his 
full consent to,^ before he dropped that blessed 
hope of restoration in the ears of his ' banished 
ones' when they were driven forth from his 
presence. Dwelling among them for a little 
season, this Son made the letter already in 
their possession, his rule of life, and perfectly 
fulfilled its every precept.^ But this, he knew, 
was not sufficient. His Fathers word had gone 
forth, condemning his guilty brethren to the 
punishment due to their disobedience. He 
must, then, suffer in their stead, or they could 
not be reconciled to their Father. The cost to 



> Gal. ill. 13; 
Isa liii. 

* 1 Pet i 19 ; 
Luke xxiii. 4, 14; 
Jolin xviii 38, 
xix. 4, 6; 1 Pet. 
iii. 18. 



himself was great, — the sacrifice such as had 
never before been heard of. But he underwent 
it alP — he who had done nothing to deserve 
it,* — with unfailing love and unflinching cou- 



Cl^£ ^nltb J[amilg anb %ir Restorer. 



43 



rage. He did more. He gave those sinful 

children a medicine*^ which was an effectual ' ^«^ -^^^ '^• 



• The faith, which is His gift, purifies the heart (Acts 
XV. 9); and by degrees eradicates the * desperate wickedness' 
which, as a deadly poison, is rooted in every unregenerate 
heart. But though it is here said to he faith which * purifies 
the heart,' my young readers will see, by a reference to 
1 Pet. i. 22, that the truth — i.e., the Word of God,— -when 
obeyed, is that which purifies the soul. Does any one ask, 
* How can this be?' The answer is very simple. The 
Word is the medicine, and faith is the hand which takes, and 
applies it to the sin-sick soul. Neither is of any use without 
the other. (Heb. iv. 2.) The Word of God is indeed a 
sovereign cure for soul-sickness; but it only cures when 
revealed hy the Spirit, and appropriated hy faith. Of the 
Word it has been beautifully said by one who had proved 
its healing virtue, *The leaves of this tree are for the 
healing of weak believers ; they are steeped in the blood 
of Jesus, and filled with the sap of grace, and have virtue 
in them to heal every soul- disease.' *The law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul : the testimony of the Lord 
is sure, making wise the simple.' — Ps. xix. 7, 8. 
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' Luke xvL 17; 
Matt V 17 21. 



cure for the deadly malady under which they 
laboured ; and finally left them, to return to 
his Father's home, saying, *And now, my 
brethren, farewell for a little season.^ Do not 
lose that letter. Do not neglect it.^ Before, 
you could not obey it ; now, you can, if you 
will ; or at least you can try to do so, and I 
will accept your good intentions, even if you 
sometimes fail to fulfil them.^ My Father's 
will and mine are one.* You surely cannot 
doubt my love to you?* Be sure he loves 
you no less.^ I came to you, not only of my 
own accord, but sent by himJ I now leave you, 
to return to him f having first, by fulfilling 
all his commands and suffering the punish- 
ment due to the neglect and breach of them 
in your stead, brought you out of a state of 



> 2 Cor. viiL 12. 

* John V. 30, 
vi. 38. 

• John XV. 13. 
« John xvi. 27. 
» 1 John iv 9. 
» John xvi. 28. 
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condemnation into one of acquittal and accept- 
ance ; ^ and secondly, by restoring you to a 
state of convalescence, having put you in a 
position to obey with pleasure, and from motives 
of love and gratitude,^ unmingled with fear, 
what once was irksome and distasteful, as well 
as impossible to you/ I have simplified these 
life-rules, by living them before you, and showing 
you their hidden meaning.* If you love me, 
keep my commandments/ If you truly love 
our Father, and feel grateful for his long-suf- 
fering affection, and free forgiveness, you will 
delight to do his will and lay up his words in 
your hearts, that you may not sin against him/ 
You will sometimes fail, by reason of remaining 
weakness, and the strong natural tendency of 
your hearts to pride and disobedience;^ for 



» Rom. viii. 1. 



» 2 Cor. V. 14; 
1 John iv. 18. 



' I Cor. XV. 50; 
Rom. viiL 8. 



* Matt, v., xxii. 
37 41; Rom. xhi. 
8 10; James ii. 
8-13; ICor. xili 

' John xiv. 15. 



• lJohnv.1-4; 
Ps. i. 2, cxix. 11, 

24, 77 



» Rom.\li. 18- 
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1 Heb. xi 1; 
Acts xiv. 9 ; Matt. 
ix. 28-31; Deut 
m. 24 ; Phil L 6. 



your cure, though begun already in many of 
you/ will not be complete till you are brought 
back — as, before very long, you shall be, if you 
believe all I have told you, and act upon it — 
to our Father's home.^ Do not, then, be dis- 
couraged/ All cause for fear has been re- 
moved. Your Father has promised to forgive 
all your failures and shortcomings, for my sake.^ 
He can do this justly now, since I have suffered 
in your stead.^ You will have sorrows here,^ 
but only here. Once again within your happy 
home, you shall go out no more, nor shall any 
sickness or soitow again befall you.'^ Think of 
me, and of what I have done for you, and your 
peace will be abiding.^ I go to make all ready 
for your return. Soon I will come back, and 
take you with me; and we shall rejoice together 



' Isa xxxiii. 
17, 24 ; Rev. xxi. 
3,4. 

' John xiv. 1; 
Isa. xliii. 1, 2, 11 
11. 



* John xvi. 16; 
xvL 23, 24, 26. 



» Rom. ili. 26; 
Isa. xiv. 21. 

« John xvi. 33 
2 Tim. iU. 12 
Acts xiv. 22 
hom. viiL 17. 



' The saints in 
heaven are repre- 
sented as having 
' come out o/ great 
tribulation,' and 
left it far behind 
tliera. Rev. vii. 13 
to end of chap. 

» John xvi. 33; 
Rom. v. 1; Eph. 
ii. 14. 
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in our Father's presence/ But in the mean- 
time — I repeat it — do not set aside his letter. 
He has not authorized me to alter one word in 
it.^ It is "holy, and just, and good."^ Eead 
it frequently. Meditate upon it. You are now 
responsible to me for doing your best to fulfil it, 
and I am responsible to him for every failure.* 
Be sure he will hold you guiltless, since / have 
borne your guilt, if only your conduct is such 
as to prove that you really love and trust me. 
Remember me, dear brethren f and with your 
mind's eye " look on me," ® and do as you have 
seen me do.'^ My commandments will not seem 
grievous unto you.^ Love makes labour de- 
lightful, and crowns it with joy and gladness.^ 
I will not leave you comfortless — or as orphans, 
— I will come again unto you ; and while I am 



1 John xiv. 2, 
3 ; 1 Thes. iv IS- 
IS ; Heb. iz. 28. 



" Ps. cxix. 89; 
Matt. V. 17 21, 
xxir. 35. 

> Rom. viL 12; 
Ps. xix. 7-10. 



* Rom. X. 4. 



B Luke xxii. 19; 
1 Cor. xi. 24. 

« Judg. vlL 17 ; 
Heb. xii 1, 2. 

» Matt iv. 19, 
xvi. 24 xix. 21; 
Luke ix. 59; John 
X 27, xii. 26; 
1 Pet. ii. 21. 

• 1 John V. 3 ; 
Matt. xL 30. 

• Gen. xxix.20; 
Cantviii.7;lCor. 
xiU. 
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» John xiv. 16, 



' 1 John iv. 9. 



» Lara. lU. 26. 



* Isa. xlix. 23, 
last ciauMi 



» 1 Cor. viii. 2; 
Gal. iv. 1, 2. 



• John xili. 7 ; 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. 



absent, I will send you another Comforter/ 
who shall abide with you for ever. He will 
teach you all things, and remind you of all I 
have said to you. He will show you the good 
" things to come" which your Father has in 
store for you. Oh! never doubt his love, of 
which you have had such a wondrous mani- 
festation.^ And do not give way to impatience, 
or think that he has forgotten his promises. 
You must learn to hope and wait^ for the fulfil- 
ment of many of them ; but, believe me, you 
will never wait in vain.* Remember you are 
but young still, and " know nothing yet as you 
ought to know."* All you can attain of know- 
ledge here is only a part — and a very smalt 
part — of what you shall know hereafter.^ All 
you can now see of the glorious future which 
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awaits you, is but a dim foreshadowing of what 
shall burst upon your sight when you re-enter 
the palace of the King, your Father. There 
are treasures such as you cannot even imagine.^ 
But from time to time you shall gain a glimpse 
of them, as they are reflected in the glass of 
Truth, which the loving Teacher, whom I pro- 
mised should be with you till my return, will 
gladly show you, and explain to you, if you 
seek his aid.' ^ 

* And now farewell! " Peace be unto you!"^ 
A little while, and ye shall not see me; and 
again a little while, and ye shall see me ; be- 
cause I go unto my Father — my Father and 
your Father: for ye are MY brethren; and 
because I live, ye shall live also.' * 



1 Isa. Ixiv. 4; 
1 Cor. li. 9. 



t » ICor. li. 10; 
' John xiv. 26. 



' Luke xxiv. 
36 ; John xx. 19, 
•/I, 26. 



* John xiv. 19; 
Heb. ii. 11, 12. 
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Luke xxiv. 13-83; 
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» Ps. i. 2, cxix. 



Methinks, dear young friends, you would 
like to know the result of that model Brother's 
visit. Some of the members of that exiled 
family, — yes, many of them,^ — you will rejoice 
to hear, cherished the remembrance of his 
love, and the assurance of its continuance in his 
absence, as their dearest treasure. They often 
thought and reminded one another of his 
words ;^ and, loving their Father more than ever 
for that crowning token of his love, they read 
his letter daily,^ and tried, 'as they had never 
tried before, to fulfil its every precept, — seeing 
in them a beauty and an adaptation to their 
wants which had never struck them till now.* 

* ^ Think what good reason there is to love the law. It is 
the Epistle of oar most heloved Friend, — not to he slighted, 
hut to he placed in oar hosom, nearest oar hearts. There 
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They did not any longer ask how little they 

could do, and still entitle themselves — as they 

had once vainly imagined they could do — to 

their Father's regard. They now felt sure he 

loved them ;^ and although they still feared 
to displease one so dear, it was not from any 

selfish motive, or from dreading his wrath, but 

simply because they loved him so truly, that the 

chief desire of their hearts was to testify their 

love by doing all he told them.^ Sometimes, 



is more of glory — more of God — in this, than in any other 
manifestation of His name. (Ps. cxxxviii. 2.) It has ever 
been the mirror that has reflected Christ to His Church. 
The spiritual eye discerns Him in every part. (John v. 39, 
and Acts zviii. 28.) Reader, do you search for Him in His 
law ? Do you hve God's law because it "testifies of Him?" 
Do yon pray for*His Spirit, that His law may guide you to 
Him?* — Rev. C. Bridges. 



» 1 John vi. 16. 



* John xiv. 23. 
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» Eph. ii. 12; 
Col. L 27; 1 Thes. 
iv. 13; Heb.yi.l9. 



I Jas V. 7, 8. 



> Ps. xvi 11, 
XXX. 5; Isa. xxv. 
8, 9, IL 11; Rev. 
xxi 4. 



* Rom. X. 3, 
ix. 31, 32, xL 7. 



» John vUi. 24 ; 
Markxyil6; Act6 
iv. 12. 



• Jer. xlii. 16; 
Deut. xxxii. 35. 



still, they sinned, and suflfered, and sorrowed, 
but never, as formerly, without hope;^ for their 
Brother's words cheered them, and helped them 
to be patient. Like the husbandman, who 
knows that one day his patience will be re- 
warded by an abundant harvest,^ they knew 
that, ere very long, sorrow should be swal- 
lowed up for ever in * joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.' 



»8 



Others, alas ! continued in their former self- 
chosen, self-righteous ways,* wandering farther 
and farther from their Father's house, till their 
bones strewed the wilderness ;^ while not a few, 
turning a deaf ear to the voice of hope, and 
refusing to credit their elder Brother's love, 
lay down in despondency and madness.^ 
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Only those first-mentioned regained their 
happy home, though all were alike shown how to 
return thither,^ and entreated again and again 
to come.^ Their Father did not exclude them. 
He had never ceased to love them.^ But — 
what will you think, dear young friends, of such 
folly and ingratitude? — they excluded themselves I 
They would not return.* They treated their 
Father as if he was a liar!^ refusing to Jbelieve 
his faithful promises, and thinking scorn of the 
pleasant land whither he entreated them to re- 
turn.^ Alike regardless of his will, and of the 
matchless kindness of their elder Brother, they 
took each one his own way, as if that way were 
wiser than any other, till death overtook them 
in the land of their exile, and the home of their 
childhood closed on them for ever.' 



* John xiv. 6, 
X. 9. 

' Isa. Iv. 3, xlv. 
22 ; Matt. xl. 28. 

' Jer. xxxL 3; 
MaL i. 2; Deut. 
vii. 7, 8; 2 Pet. 
iiL9; lTim.ii4. 



* John V 40, 
iii. 19 ; Job xxiv. 
13, 17. 

UJohnv 10. 



• Ps. cvl 24 

'despised,' Bible 
version; 'thought 
scorn,' Prayer- 
book. 



' Num. xiv. 
22, 23, xxvL 64, 
66; Heb. x. 28- 
32 ; Acts xili. 41, 
first clause ; Heb. 
iii. 17, 18, 19; 
Jude 5. 
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And now a few words from your unknown 
friend, ere the last farewell is spoken. 

Turn to your Bibles, and, asking the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten the eyes of your understand- 
ing,^ that you may understand these Scriptiu'es, 
and to open your hearts to receive these truths 
in the love of them, find out the passages to 
which I have referred you. They form the key 
by which you can unlock the casket which I 
have put into your hands; and I trust you will 
find in it many pleasant fruits, not one of which 
is prohibited. 



But though yours will not be the temptation 
to touch forbidden fruity you may perhaps be 
tempted to undervalue what is so freely given. 
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Do not yield to the temptation ; it will be the 
suggestion, not of a friend, but of an enemy. 
I want you all to understand that every one of 
you is 'under the law; with this marked dif- 
ference, that some of you are 50 under it as to 
be under its curse^ while others are freed from 
its curse for ever} 

Some are under it as a covenant of life and 
death. To such it saith, > This do, and thou shalt 
livei* but — ^ the soul that sinneth, it shall die.' 

Others are under it only as a life-rule. United 
to Him who is * the Resurrection and the Life ' 
by a living faith, they have eternal life,^ — they 
shall never die.^ Christ has kept the law on 
their behalf.* They follow in His steps, and try 

8 



1 Gal iii. 13. 



> John iii. 36. 

* John xi. 25, 
'26. 

* Isa. xlil. 21; 
Matt.iai5,v. 17; 
Ps. xL 6-9. 
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to keep it too ; not to win life by it — that they 
have already, but to evidence their life, and to 
testify their love. 



To which class do you belong? The question 
involves another: Do you, or do you not, love and 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? If you do, 
happy are ye I 



I • 



1 Gal. iiL 13. 

» Heb. xll 18- 

25. 



» 1 Jolm iv. 18. 



You are then * not without law to God,' but 
^ you are under the law to Christ,^ who has kept 
it for you, and subnfitted to its curse in your 
stead} You will never hear its awful thunders, 

nor see its fiery flames.^ You have nothing to 

» 

fear from it; your love for it has *cast out 

fear.'* You will not any longer try to be jus- 
tified by works — a thing impossible to a sinner; 



fe 



^\t (Srileb Jfamilg anb tl^eir Restorer. 
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for you will have learned that ^ this is the 
work of God ' — the work which He requires as^ 
the spring and foundation of all acceptable ser- 
vice — ^that you believe on Him whom He Jiath 
sent,^^ In the promised strength of Christ^ you 
will run joyfully in the way of His command- 
ments ; and when this brief life is over, and the 
gates of pearl ^ thrown open to admit you to your 

Father's mansion, upon your ear will fall those 

» 

precious words of welcome, *Well done, good, 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord;* 

Are you not a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

Very terrible is your condition. You are 



> John vL 29; 
see also Rom. v. 1. 

> 2 Cor. xii 9. 



» Rev. xxL 21. 



* Matt. XXV. 81, 
V. 34. 
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C^e (Srileb Jfamtlj attb t^rir Resteer, 



then 'under the law^ to that just and holy 
Being who, out of Christ, is *a consuming fire.' 
He will demand obedience, — or death. You 
cannot obey. You have * sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.' What, then, shall 
become of you ? 

Oh, make haste to believe in Jesus, and then 
God shall be known to you as a God of love^ 
yea, love itself, everlasting love — your recon- 
ciled Father and Friend. 



If you have rightly interpreted this allegory, 
you will have learned from it that great is the 
happiness, and innumerable the privileges, of 
those who, ^ being not without law to God, are 
under the law to Christ^ 



l^t Cfoo Safos. 



Rom. X. 2-5, witb Gal. ii. 19, Rom. viii. 2, and 

Heb. X. 9. 



I. 




'"^ THROUGH the law of Christ my Lord, 
^ To Sinai's law am dead;^ 
It can no more its thunders hurl 
On my defenceless head :^ 
No other sacrifice demand 

Than that by Jesus paid ;^ 
No fuller satisfaction claim 
Than He for me hath made.* 



Reprinted from the Sunday at Home, by permission. 



» i.e *The co- 
venant from 
Mount Sinai, 
which fi^ndereth 
to bondage,' OaL 
Iv. 24, with Heb. 
xii. 18, etc. 

" Ex. xLx. 10 to 
end, and ch. xx. 
with Heb xii. 18. 

» Heb. ix. 12, 
and X. 14. 



* Dan. ix. 24, 
with Matt. V. 17, 
18, John xix. 80, 
and Rom. z. 4. 
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C^e Cfao ^afes. 



1 Luke ii. 14; 
Acts X. 36 ; Rom. 
V I ; Eph. ii. 14, 
15. 



> Rom. iiL 27, 
28; Gal. ii. 16. 



• Rom. vL 14, 
vill. 2; GaL v. 18. 



II. 

While under law I vainly sought 

Eternal life to win: 
That ^ gift of grace' can ne'er be bought 

By sinners, dead in sin. 
Ne'er can we live to God, till He 

Through Christ hath spoken peace ;^ 
And we His righteousness put on, 

And from our own works cease." 



III. 

When by His Holy Spirit led, 
Not under law are we^ 

As a life covenant ; but then 
Will all its precepts be 



C^t ^ioo ^afes* 
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Our rule of life^ oar heart's delight;^ 
And this our single aim — 

To live as * children of the light,' 
To glorify His name. 



1 Ps. Ixxiii. 24; 
Jer. xxxL 33; 1 
Cor. Ix. 21; (JaL 
V. 13, 14. 

> Ps. i. 2, xL 8, 
cxix. 24, 77, 97, 
113, 174; Kom. 
vil. 22. 
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